Anchor Standards for Speaking and
Listening

Anchor Standards for Language
Conventions of Standard English

Comprehension and Collaboration
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a
range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented
in diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning,
and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
4. Present information, findings, and supporting
evidence such that listeners can follow the line
of reasoning and the organization, development,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual
displays of data to express information and
enhance understanding of presentations.
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
communicative tasks, demonstrating command
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Note on range and content of student speaking and listening
To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students
must have ample opportunities to take part in a variety of rich,
structured conversations—as part of a whole class, in small
groups, and with a partner. Being productive members of these
conversations requires that students contribute accurate, relevant
information; respond to and develop what others have said; make
comparisons and contrasts; and analyze and synthesize a
multitude of ideas in various domains.
New technologies have broadened and expanded the role that
speaking and listening play in acquiring and sharing knowledge
and have tightened their link to other forms of communication.
Digital texts confront students with the potential for continually
updated content and dynamically changing combinations of
words, graphics, images, hyperlinks, and embedded video and
audio.

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

Knowledge of Language
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand
how language functions in different contexts, to
make effective choices for meaning or style, and
to comprehend more fully when reading or
listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases by
using context clues, analyzing meaningful word
parts, and consulting general and specialized
reference materials, as appropriate.
5. Demonstrate understanding of word
relationships and nuances in word meanings.
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general
academic and domain-specific words and
phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking,
and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when encountering an
unknown term important to comprehension or
expression.
Note on range and content of student language use
To build a foundation for college and career readiness in language, students must gain
control over many conventions of standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as
well as learn other ways to use language to convey meaning effectively. They must
also be able to determine or clarify the meaning of grade-appropriate words
encountered through listening, reading, and media use; come to appreciate that
words have nonliteral meanings, shadings of meaning, and relationships to other
words; and expand their vocabulary in the course of studying content. The inclusion of
Language standards in their own strand should not be taken as an indication that skills
related to conventions, effective language use, and vocabulary are unimportant to
reading, writing, speaking, and listening; indeed, they are inseparable from such
contexts.

